
May Board Report 
by David Cheng, 

Moderator 

 
� 2 

Round Up Your 
Kids for SonWest 
Roundup VBS  

 
� 3 

Third Annual 
“Women’s Retreat” 
Golf  Tournament  
by Tak Shimazaki 

 
� 4 

Family News � 5 

Our Mission Field � 5 

FYI: Events 
Calendar 

� 6 

May / June 
KidZone Events 

� 6 

Financial Report 
� 7 

Special Business 
Meeting 

� 7 

WANTED: Stories 
& Pictures for our 
100th Anniversary  

 
� 4 

Inside this issue: 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
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SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

LIVING AS GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE, HOLY & DEARLY LOVED 

~ Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor 

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,  
clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against 

one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
14And over all these virtues on put on love, which binds them 

all together in perfect unity.  

– Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV) 

 

This passage was the scripture theme for our 2013 
GVBC Women’s Retreat last month. 

Our retreat theme was “Forgiveness...A Journey to 
Freedom,” with an emphasis on verse 13, “Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you.”  We were blessed by the 
personal testimonies of  Nancy Langley, Edna Uratsu 
and Jessie Carrara.  

At our opening session, I encouraged the retreatants to look at the context in which 
our retreat scripture passage occurs. So we covered such elements as the purpose of 
Colossians, the preceding verse 11, and other key themes in the epistle to 
understand our text and topic of forgiveness.  

It is so much easier to not forgive. Our pride, f lesh and the world demand that we 
have every right to not forgive anyone who has hurt us. I asked the women what then 
will motivate, inspire and center us so that we can be sustained in the messy and 
painful journey towards forgiveness and f reedom? 

First, we can embrace who we are in Christ Jesus. We are God’s chosen people. We 
are holy. We are dearly loved. We are these things in Christ (vs. 12), even though we 
are still imperfect and have a lot of  growing to do. 

Second, as we put on such virtues as compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience (vs. 12), rather than judgment, rudeness, pride, harshness and 
impatience towards another person, these will reshape our hearts and distinguish our 
forgiveness. I continue to be deeply moved by how the Amish community forgave the 
killer of  f ive Amish girls at the West Nickel Mines School in 2006. They ref lected 
these virtues in their compassionate forgiveness as a radical witness to a stunned 
world which had not seen such grace. 

Third, God’s Word encourages us we are to forgive as the Lord forgave us (vs. 13). 
Just as we are to love because He f irst loved us (I John 4:19), so too we can learn to 
forgive because God in Christ has f irst forgiven us. 

Lastly, as we learn how to bear with one another, forgive, and put on love, the Church 
and the world can see what love and unity are like (vs. 14). Authentic forgiveness 
begins to have a face, a heart, and a spirit to it. Imagine a Church (our church!) and a 
world in which Christ-followers manifest the love, forgiveness, grace and gospel of  
Christ to a needy, skeptical, watching world. 
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MAY BOARD REPORT 

BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 
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Did you know our sermons are online where you can listen to them?  If  you miss one, 

go to www.gvbc.net then click on “Sundays.” A big graphic will pop up. Just click on the 

graphic. Then, you can browse the list of sermons for the entire year. There is also an 
archive list, too. The latest sermon is usually uploaded by the following week. 

The May 2013 meeting of  your Board of  Deacons began with a devotional by Eltheia 
Shiozaki, Member-at-large. She shared about lessons learned f rom the recent GVBC 
Women’s Retreat which had “Forgiveness . . . A Journey to Freedom” as its theme. In 
particular, she noted there were powerful messages and God really worked during the 
discussion group times. Whenever a woman in the group shared, God used the other 
members to encourage her and pray for her. There were lots of tears. 

Security measures at GVBC 

James Hirano, a member of a recently formed ad hoc committee on church security at 
GVBC, was invited to give a presentation on security issues. One of his business 
associates is a member of  the security staff at Saddleback Church in Orange County (where Rick 
Warren is pastor) and he also has a church security consulting business. James invited a team f rom 
Saddleback to visit GVBC and they conducted a security audit. He discussed highlights of the team’s 
review, which recommended a number of  actions to improve physical security, and security training at 
GVBC. It is expected that, over time, our church will work with different ministries to implement some of  
these recommendations. 

Financial report 

Our Treasurer, Wes Harada, gave the monthly f inancial report (see Financial Report on Page 7). We 
are at 103% of budgeted General Fund revenue for the year so far. Nehemiah giving for the month of 
April was $36,776, a little lower than in March, but still an increase over February receipts. 

Special business meeting called 

As chairman of  the church Finance Committee, Wes also presented a proposal to ref inance the church’s 
Union Bank loan, which we undertook to fund the construction of the west wing building and sanctuary 
modif ications. Your Board passed a motion to present this proposal to the congregation for approval at a 
brief  Special Business Meeting on Sunday, June 2 at 12:30 PM (please see Page 7 for further details). 

New members voted in 

Your Board had the joy of passing a motion to accept six new members into our church membership. 
These individuals were baptized on Sunday, April 14 during the f irst and second English services. See 
their testimonies in the April 17 Issue 8 and May 1 Issue 9 of the Spirit. These new members will receive 
the Right Hand of  Fellowship on Sunday, May 26:  Corey Atkinson, Brandon Henderson, Ann McClure, 
Tommy Morse, Jai Phetsomphou, and Craig Yorizane. Congratulations to all! 

Alina Lucas resigned from the Board 

Alina Lucas, Member-at-large, submitted her resignation f rom the Board for personal reasons and your 
Board reluctantly accepted it. Plans will soon be made to submit the name of another candidate to the 
congregation to fulfill the rest of Alina’s term, consisting of about one-and-a half  years. Please pray for 
the right person to accept this position. 

Until next month . . . 
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Howdy partners. It’s time for Vacation Bible School fun! 

What are we doing this year?  Our annual VBS will be the western theme of  SonWest Roundup where 
kids discover Jesus as they ride the trail through the Old Testament stories of  Moses. 

Who can go?  Children entering Kindergarten in the fall (must be 5 by December 2) through f inishing 
5th grade are eligible to attend. 

Deadline to register: Registration form along with your money by Sunday, June 30 or until maximum 
capacity has been reached. NO REFUNDS. So, register ASAP! 

Cost: $15 per child. 

FREE: VBS T-shirts 

Where do I register?  Registration begins this Sunday, May 19 af ter the worship services in the 
Courtyard or you can come to the office and pick up an application. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

There are so many ways you can get involved, f rom donating supplies for craf ts, contributing snacks for 
the children or the hard working staff, to teaching or helping in a classroom, or being a mighty prayer 
warrior. Every job, big or small, is critical in our joint effort to reach the children with the Good News of  
Jesus Christ. Please pick up the signup brochure either in the off ice or after the worship services at the 
VBS table in the Courtyard. 

Here are many ways you can help: 

� Craft supplies: Mod podge, painter’s (blue) tape, gold glitter, brown yarn, tofu containers, 
cardboard boxes, Jo Ann’s & Michael’s coupons. Place your items in the collection box in the 
Narthex. Please provide all donations by June 30. Contact Linda Matsuda at linda@gvbc.net or 
Kathy Sato at kfsato02@yahoo.com for more information. 

� Decorating supplies: These items will be returned if  you are kind enough to let us borrow them. 
Cowboy boots, cowboy hats or straw cowboy hats, ropes, Western memorabilia, saddles, barrels, 
one toy cowboy sheriff ’s badge, 5 bandannas, 2 squirt guns, 2 toy holsters (youth size or young 
adult size), one saddlebag. Contact Carol Allen at celaine93@aol.com. 

� Food items for children’s snacks: 10 canisters of  instant lemonade, 10 large cartons of 
strawberries, 10 containers of  chocolate f rosting, 6 boxes of Rice Krispie treats (60 count), 20 
containers of  white f rosting, 5 watermelons, 10 boxes of chocolate cake mix, 6 boxes of mini Oreos, 
4 boxes of f rozen waf fles (60 count), 10 cans of  whipped cream, 2 large containers of cool whip. 
Contact Marcy Cottrell at mfcottrell@earthlink.com. 

� Refreshments for our VBS staff: We like to provide a break area for the staff  where they can have 
a quick ref reshment before going back to work with the children. Please provide any kind of f inger 
food you think they might enjoy. To be dropped off in the church kitchen. Contact Marcy Cottrell at 
mfcottrell@earthlink.com. 

� Your time: If  you have time to help prepare for or to work at VBS, please pick up a brochure, look 
over the list on the back, then let us know ASAP. We hope to have 176 children on campus so it is 
very important that we get our staff in place and organized to insure our ministry to the children will 
run smooth. Please f ill out and return the volunteer form and application ASAP. We will contact you 
with a conf irmation. Please f ill out a form even if  you have already committed to help. We need a 
form on f ile f rom every volunteer. VOLUNTEER DEADLINE: Sunday, June 30. Place your form in 
the offering bag or in the VBS box in the Narthex or see the registration table in the Courtyard after 
the worship services. You can also bring it by the church office. 



Page 4 Issue 10 

Our Third Annual “Women’s Retreat” Golf  Tournament, 
held during the weekend of  our GVBC Annual Women’s 
Retreat, was on Saturday, April 20 at Rio Hondo Golf  
Course in Downey. 

Twenty-four golfers enjoyed a wonderful day of 
fellowship and participated in a six team competition. 
Each foursome had a yellow ball which was alternately 
used by each player. The sum score of  the yellow ball 
accounted for each team’s score. If the ball was lost, that 
team was disqualif ied f rom the tournament. 

Two unfortunate teams lost their yellow ball!  The 
winning team consisted of Harvey Ujimori, Rodney 

Tanaka, Bob Tonai of Sports Gear and Dennis Sata (who happened to also “win” our high-gross-score 
award for the afternoon). Awards were presented at 
Roger Sato’s Back Home at Lahaina restaurant in 
Carson. 

Next year we’re looking forward to another “Fun in the 
Sun” day of  golf and fellowship and hope more will join 
us. 

The Golf  Fellowship Ministry is looking forward to our 
annual Pre-centennial Golf  Tournament (in place of our 
yearly Seminarian Golf  Tournament) which will be on 
Monday, August 12 at Rio Hondo Gold Course in 
Downey. We plan to hold another golf tournament later in 
October just for fun. 

For more information on our activities or interest in joining this ministry, please contact Keith Kimura 
cre8ive_soul@hotmail.com, Harvey Ujimori at hujimoir@sbcgloble.net or Tak Shimazaki at 
takshim@yahoo.com or via the church off ice or if you see us around the church campus. 

“May our Lord help keep our sanity as we continue to perfect our golf skills...” 

THIRD ANNUAL 

“WOMEN’S RETREAT” GOLF TOURNAMENT 
BY TAK SIMAZAKI 

My name is Adam Marshall and I have been asked by our church Board to research and write a history 
of  GVBC for the 100th Anniversary. 

I have thus far interviewed and recorded 21 current or former members of GVBC. Several people have 
declined to be interviewed, but this is not the only way to contribute to the church history. 

If  you have stories, testimonies, autobiographies, etc., about GVBC, and you are willing to share them, 
please forward them via email to marshall.adam.a@gmail.com. You can also drop them in the 100th 
Anniversary mailbox in the church off ice. 

Thank you and God bless, 
Adam 

WANTED: GVBC STORIES FOR THE  

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

We are looking for any “old time” photos of GVBC for our 100th Anniversary. Also, if  you were married at GVBC, 
we’d like to have a copy of your wedding photo. You can bring these pictures by the church, we’ll scan them, 
then return them to you. Or, you can email copies to us at: gvbc@gvbc.net (100th Photo in the subject line). 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 
� Clara Uyema and family in the passing of  Clara’s son. The funeral was held on Friday, May 10 at 

Kubota Mortuary. 
Letters from our church family 
� Dear GVBC, Thank you very much for the f lowers. I had my f irst surgery on January 27 for the 

aneurysm. My family tells me that I was in a state of  confusion and “fog” in February and March, not 
remembering who visited or the gif ts, flowers, cards, and food received. Please forgive me for not 
acknowledging your thoughtfulness. Since my second surgery on April 6, my family said the original 
Marianne returned and I was better, not in a “fog” any longer. Praise God!  Thank you. May God 
bless each and every one for your generosity and kindness!  In Christian love & gratefulness, 
Marianne Fujita 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Japan 2013 Short-term Mission Trip by Kari  Yahiro 

From Sunday, August 11 to Saturday, August 24, 
GVBC will be sending a short-term missions team to 
Japan. 

This team consists of pictured (back row f rom L): Isaac 
Ide, Schessa Garbutt, Seichi Kamimura, and Tommy 
Morse. Front row (f rom L): Tommy Park, Nancy 
Terasaki, Kari Yahiro, and Cindy Kono. 

The team is going to Japan to serve and encourage 
the Oasis Chapel Rifu Christian Church congregation 
in northern Japan. We will host a f ive-day English 
camp and also make repairs to a campground 
damaged by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. 

GVBC has formed what we hope will be a lasting 
partnership with Oasis Chapel. Because of  your generosity to the Advent Conspiracy offering in 
December, you have helped make this partnership a reality. We covet your prayers and moral support 
as we prepare to go to Japan as an extension of the GVBC family. 

Update on Citylights Community Church 

Citylights Church was established in downtown Long Beach in 2005 when Thien Doan and Tom 
Demorest, our former Pastoral Interns, felt a calling to minister to the statistically unchurched city of 
Long Beach. 

A little over a year ago Citylights planted another location in Orange County/Fountain Valley (called 
Citylights OC) to reach the highly unreached second/third generation Vietnamese Americans. Thien is 
pastoring that new site and Tom is pastoring the Long Beach site. Off icially the two sites are one church 
(with one board and one pastoral staff  team) meeting in two locations. Each site operates separately 
with their own bank accounts, budgets, and leadership teams, but they partner together in ministry. 
Citylights OC sends a team to Long Beach monthly for their “Bless the Block” event in which food and 
clothing are provided for those in need in the community. Thien and Tom also work together in weekly 
sermon preparation, and can f ill in for each other as necessary. 

GVBC continues to support Citylights Long Beach through our missions budget. This support is solely 
for the Long Beach location. The Orange County location has raised separate support f rom partner 
churches. Praise God for the ongoing ministry of both sites of  Citylights Community Church. For more 
information, check out their web site, http://citylightschurch.org. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� SonWest Roundup Vacation Bible School 
Monday, July 15 to Friday, July 19. Registration begins 
Sunday, May 19. Volunteers needed!  For more info 
contact Susan Wakuta ext. 689, email: susan@gvbc.net 
[see article on page 3]. 

� Prime Timer’s Tour 

• September 4 to 10 Charms of  the South — 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana. Tour 
Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, New Orleans. 
Prices: $2,725 per person (double occupancy), 
$3,125 (single). Payment Due: May 26. Depart 
7:00 a.m. in f ront of  New Gardena Hotel. Return 
approximately 8:30 p.m. on the September 10. 

NOTE:  Cost of tour includes gratuity to motorcoach 
driver and is based on 19 to 29 passengers. If we 
have more than 29 passengers, the rate will be less 
per person. Please make checks payable to GVBC 
[tour name in subject line]. Contact Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 

� Office Closed Monday, May 27, Memorial Day 
� Special Business Meeting 

Sunday, June 2, right af ter second service, 
Community Hall. We will discuss a proposal to 
ref inance the current mortgage of the main facility 
[see Wes Harada’s letter on page 7]. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 
Saturday, June 8, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every second 
Saturday of  the month. Refreshments served in 
Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. 
Contact Pastor Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Bridge to Healthy Living / Keiro Genki Confernece: 
Caregivers Edition 
Saturday, June 8, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. FREE!  The 
community is also invited. Main meeting in the 
Community Hall. 

•Guest speaker is Frances Kakgawa, poet and author of 
“Breaking the Silence: A Caregiver’s Voice.” 
•Breakout workshops are Poetry Writing by Frances 
Kakgawa; Hands-on Caregiving Demonstration by 
Millennia Personal Care Service; Legal Tools & Tips for 
Caregivers by Steve Awakuni & Kaz Uemura; and 
Emotional & Spiritual Care at the End of  Life by 
Chaplain Brian Lo (f rom GVBC). 
•A f ree bento lunch and morning snacks 
•Resource fair 
•Health screenings. 
•Pre-registration is required. 
•NOTE: Volunteers needed as greeters, to handout 
materials, help with bento lunches, and to guide our quests 
who are not familiar with our campus. We need around 50 
volunteers so please consider helping out!  To volunteer 
and/or register for the conference, contact Cindy Matsuda 
via the office or email her at: 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

� Senior High Farewell Friday, June 21 (Seniors move to 
EPIC College Group) 

� Senior High Short-term Mission Trip to Long Beach 
Saturday, June 22 to Friday, June 28. 

� JCI Carnival Saturday, June 29 to Sunday, June 30. 

� Baptism Services Sunday, June 30 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Thursday, July 4th office closed. 
• Hope for the Future Wed., July 10 & Thurs., July 11, 
speaker Pat Zukern, Sanctuary. 

• Getting to Know Us Luncheon Sunday, July 28 
• Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, at 
Alpine Conference Center, August 4 - 9. 

• Pre-Centennial Golf Tournament (in place of our annual 
Seminarian Golf Tournament) Monday, August 12, Rio 
Hondo Golf Club. This golf tournament is the kick-off 
event to the GVBC 100th Anniversary. All proceeds go to 
care for the people in the South Bay via GVBC’s food 
ministry, Gardena Human Services, Center for the Pacific 
Asian Family, and the City of Gardena’s Senior Day Care 
Center. Brochures in the Narthex. Watch for 
announcement of registration dates. 

• Beachcombers Friendship Night Monday, August 19, 5:00 
to 8:00 p.m., Community Hall (set up Sunday afternoon, 
August 18). 

• Elementary & Middle School Farewells Friday, Aug. 23 
(5th graders move up to Middle School and 8th graders 
move up to Senior High School). 

• Promotion Sunday August 25 (everybody except high 
school seniors). 

 



Page 7 Issue 10 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
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Issue 11 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, June 5. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 26. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Dear GVBC Members, 

A Special Business Meeting has been scheduled af ter 
2nd Service on Sunday, June 2 at 12:30 P.M. We ask 
that anyone who is available to please attend this 
brief  meeting. We will be discussing a proposal to 
ref inance the current mortgage of the main facility. 

Through the grace of  our God, we have this beautiful 
facility to come together and worship. Your generous 
giving has supported this house of worship along with 
the various ministries. Many of  you are aware, in 
today's market, interest rates are at record lows. 
GVBC's current mortgage was done prior to the 
recent decline of  the real estate market. At that time, 
interest rates were at moderate levels. The current 
interest rate paid by GVBC is 5.50% and the loan has 
a balloon maturity date in 2020. We have an 
opportunity to reduce the interest rate and have the 
loan fully amortized. I believe it is time to take the 
necessary steps to ref inance while interest rates 
continue to remain low. 

Union Bank made a number of  proposals to GVBC for 
a new loan. The Finance Committee met and 
discussed the options. Silvio Carrera and Peggy 

Kushigemachi met with the Union Bank loan off icer to 
go over the details before a proposal was taken to the 
Board of Deacons. The plan would be to ref inance the 
existing mortgage and split it into two smaller 
mortgages. The f irst mortgage would be a f ixed 
mortgage which is fully amortized over 15 years. The 
last interest rate quoted was 4.40%. The second 
mortgage would be an adjustable rate loan (ARM). This 
would also be fully amortized, but for 10 years. The 
current interest rate for the ARM is 2.95%. The f irst 
mortgage will have a prepayment penalty for a period of 
time, but the second mortgage will not. 

This ref inance would reduce the total monthly payments 
by approximately $4,392 per month — a signif icant 
savings. However, the strategy would be to continue 
and pay the current amount and more. We would like to 
eliminate the ARM as quickly as possible while 
continuing to support the various ministries without 
interruption. Further details will be discussed at the 
Special Business Meeting along with an opportunity for 
a Q & A session. I look forward to seeing you on 
Sunday, June 2. 

In service of  our God, 
Wes Harada, Treasurer 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 
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Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  
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Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 
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Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 
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Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  
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Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, May 19 / Baby Dedications 
Pastor James Chang ~ Leadership, Acts 1:15-26 

 

Sunday, May 26 / Memorial Day Weekend 

Right Hand of Fellowship 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Spirit, Acts 2:2-13 

 

Sunday, June 2 / Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Evangelism, Acts 2:14-41 

 

Sunday, June 9 
Special Speaker: James Choung, National Director for 
InterVarsity Asian American Ministries, author, speaker, 

professor, ministry leader, husband and father 
 

Sunday, June 16 / Father’s Day 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Discipleship, Acts 2:42 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

Memorial Day 

Monday, May 27 


